148.                       AFTER THE WAR

and ambition are constantly holding up social reform. And
if we are not stirred to social responsibility towards things
close at hand,, how can we hope to extend it across the
Channel ?

Science has put into our hands gifts that can be used for
good or evil. Milk that nourishes our babies can be used for
glycerine essential in bombs; the aeroplanes that carry medi-
cal supplies to distant outposts carry poison gas to defenceless
cities. Something is wrong: some application of Christian
thinking is out of date and evil has been allowed to get upper*
most. Yet the social progress that has been accomplished
shows that the human race does not lack heart and a sense of
its common humanity. Christ was quite clear-sighted about
human sin, and the Gospels show plainly that then as now
moral evil was an inescapable fact. The cloaking of sins and
the search for scapegoats are not purely modern habits.
Christ has given us once for all the greatest precepts for apply-
ing spiritual values to daily and public existence. How pitifUl
if thousands have again to die, dazedly obeying Government
orders, mutely wondering at the why and wherefore, unless
from this Gethsemane the Christ be lifted up, unless evil be
torn from its stronghold and a new era initiated. Whether the
new era take the form of a federation or a commonwealth of
nations, it must be based on sacrifice of sin, pride, and self-
assertion, and on an inner conviction that God's children
must be given a chance to live gloriously instead of groping
in a slough of despond. Leaders must guide us; but they must
trust the people and by that trust develop their judgment and
sense of responsibility. And the people must think for them-
selves, must consider facts objectively, must be conscious of
the significance and implications of democracy. For if they
will not think for themselves they will deserve to have a Dic-
tator to do their thinking for them. We must also overhaul
our religious beliefs. To many people religion has become
identified with the churches and the churches with con-
ventional institutionalism. But if we feel that religion has
failed us in this conflict, it is for us to go out on our own for a
better order. We have worked too long under the wrong
control, and we have allowed materialism to hold the wheeL